BEING Ecological

“Bringing a community together
through open space education™

COSA Conference, 2017




Ecology - The study of the interactions
of organisms with their environment
and with each other.




Neonicotinoids e
S BT TN

= e
Lo
o VY

g
i
'“.: o " -_ Ny g
N 1 s s

Pty T




Lafayette Open Space Education and

Outreach Plan — Adopted by Open Space Advisory committee

= Public Component
Schools
Media Component

Intra-governmental
Private Sector




Can Open Space programs help transform the
communities they are a part of into healthy
ecological systems?

Premise — as the caretakers of community lands,
open space programs:

are the holders of information and insights of how
human beings relate to that land

can convene the community in an “ecological

manner’ because open spaces are among the few

places in a community that are most commonly held

and commonly used.




* |Inform citizens and students of the open space
resources and amenities available to them.

* Generate support for open space protection,
acquisition and maintenance.
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Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
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 Encourage a conservation ethic that produces " 7/~

fespectiforopentspace and the natural world.

* ‘Foster appreciation for local flora, fauna, and
natural landscapes.




Different ways of doing this . ..
What are your community identities?

History Buffs




Lafayette

Open Space
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Open Space in Boulder County

Avgust 2017
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Swamps, 66 million years ago
From “Ancient Denvers”










Waneka Lake power plant
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Waneka Lake, Thomas Farm on far right shore
CIRCA1890s
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CIRCA 1890 Lafayette Colorado




Thomas Farm is a
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“| Have a Dream”
students visit
Thomas Farm
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‘Waneka Lake, 1890s

From City of Lafayette Website

 Public L|brary Mural, zooo

From City of Lafayette Website From City of Lafayette Website













@ walking
Solf-towr ™

Bringing the story of
land and people
alive




A self-guiding pamphlet

For a walk around

Waneka Lake,

Greenlee Wildlife Preserve
Thomas Open Space

i

A Self-Guided Towr of the Wancka Loke Area
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Surveying our Future
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Beauprez
Barn Tour

Lafayette Historical
Society

Local families




_ CoalMinés'Beneath Us!

the 1880 W tha 19308 fnd a8 late as the 1050s), coal mining ingustry in
A wide belt ol mines sxtended betwaen Marshall Mesa a fd County.

Another way we’re bringing the
story of land and people alive . ..
and involving more partners.
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Local media




Pioneer students working
to school Lafayette on open space

By Joe Rubino, Camera Staff Writer
Boulder Camera, May 10, 2014
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Schools
(as partner, not just recipient of education)
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The “Lafayette Observation Journal Station”
At Lafayette Public Library




Breakout question

Can and/or should
Open Space agencies
be community catalysts
by bringing people together?




Last®hild

inthe Woods
SAYVING OUR CHILOREM FROM
MATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

-‘nf-“ 'h‘
RICHARD LOUYV

Expanding the story of land
and people even more.




NATIONAL BESTSELLER

' ‘“l Lastbhﬂd
inthe Woods

SAVING OUR CHILDREN FROM
NATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

RICHARD LOUV

ARECIPIENT OF THE 2008 AUDUBON MEDAL




Inviting students to learn about ecology
outdoors in open space
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September 7 Plant & Bird WaIk along Coal Creek




Steve Jones







Celebrating Migratory Birds

Wild Wings
Boulder Co. Audubon Soc.
Thorne Nature Experience
Laf. Youth Advisory Committee
Environment for the Americas
JAX Outdoor Gear
Empowerment Cntr. of E. County
Lafayette Historical Society
American Birding Association
Broomfield Open Space
Broomfield Bird Club
Lafayette Rec Center
Parent Engagement Network







Nature Kids
Jovenes De La Naturaleza

LAFAYETTE
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Community Priorities - Overview Map - i e W
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Sanchez Elementary Connector Trail Sketch Plan
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“21st Century Story

Connecting
environmental
literacy
with ALL careers

@ BELLE
Lerad Chalid in thor Wosdi s=..,:hu Chilodemn frem Malurs: Deficd Dinorder

RICHARD LOUV

Reconmecting with Life
in a Virtual Age

Mo with an updated feature on the New Hature Movemant:
|







Odds Bodkin
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Centaurus High School
Engineering Dept.







Lafayette’s annual
Peach Festival
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Lafayette Energy Sustainability
Advisory Committee




Restoration Projects can be
fun and educational
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Boulder County
Youth Corps
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“Making a Living and a Life;

AUTHOR OF THE INTEREMNATIONAL SELLE®
Ch;Hun the Woodi Sar anu Chabidew fl:r\Nuulleﬁ t Disorder

RICHARD LOUV

Reconsecting with Life
in a Virtual Age

Now with sn updated feature on the New Nature Movement




“Making a Living and a Life;
A New View of “Environmental Careers”

A program for middle school and
high school students and parents.
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 7 p.m., E. Simpson Coffee Co.

Local businesses




Breakout question

How can Open Space agencies provide
inspiration, information and opportunity
for involving young people in sustainability?

(And, how does / can this involve
many parts of the community?)
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Some final thoughts
on “being ecological” by blending
the story of land and people
through Open Space.
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Biomimicry
The conscious
emulation
of nature’s genius




Eastgate Centre in Zimbabwe
Mimics the self-cooling
mounds of African termites!”




Western
Harvester Ant




AMERICAN MUSEUMS
6 NATURAL HISTORY §

Age: 16 12
Grade: A1
Slate: Maw MaXico
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Eﬂwmnmentat Engineeringof
Pogonomyrmex Harvester Ant Moutids

“Quartz rocks increases the temperature in the mound by
an average of 2.5°F . ..

“The quartz rocks also increase the time that moisture is
retained, by approximately 66 percent.

. it is clear that trapping moisture is an important feature of
the quartz mound design, enabling the ant to maintain a viable
moisture level in their habitats in this desert environment.”




Pioneer Sod House, Wheat Ridge, Colorado
on the National Register of Historic Places







\\ URINATE
*/ CLOSING THE m

FOOD

NUTRIENT i il
CYCLE

FERTILIZE

SANITIZE

Rich Earth Institute, Brattleboro, Vermont




Public urinals in Amsterdam













Lafayette Open Space

787 N. 95th St
Lafayette, CO 80026

303-661-1306




